[image: image1.jpg]oAt 0 DAY JOURNEY TO A MORE

o™ GENEROUS LIFE :

Inspiring open handed giving in a tight fisted world





Day One – God is the Owner of Everything

Psalm 50:10, God says: “Every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills and the creatures of the fields are mine; the world is mine and all that is in it.”

The Bible is very clear that all things in this life and in this world belong to God. He is the ultimate owner. In Colossians it tells that we were created by Him and for Him. We are to live our lives for His glory. I was mindful of a story out of Dallas Theological Seminary a number of years ago. There was a great time of financial hardship, I think it was in the Depression days, and the board was meeting and deciding if they could keep the doors open and so forth and they needed some money by a certain date. They had a board prayer meeting and one of the board members quoted this verse in the prayer, he said, “Every animal in the forest is mine and the cattle on a thousand hills.” Now the Texan board member came in with his little drawl and he says, “Lord, you own the cattle on a thousand hills and you own all the oil under the hills. Lord, sell some oil and let’s get this school back on track.” A few days or weeks later there was an oil man that came in and gave some tremendous resources into that particular ministry and kept those doors open. I heard the story about a pig farmer that went to market with his pigs and he made a lot of money. He came into the church office and talked to the secretary, and he says, “I’m here to talk to the top hog.” And she said, “Sir, we do not call our pastor the top hog.” He goes, “I don’t care what you call him, I just sold my pigs and I’ve got a $10,000 check for the top hog. I want to talk to the top hog.” She was a smart secretary, and she said, “Well, I think I hear a little porker coming down the hall right now.” The scripture here says God is the owner of everything. Haggai 2:8:

“’The silver is mine and the gold is mine.” declares the Lord Almighty.”

Do you have a wedding ring on? Whose is it? You say, “Well, it’s mine.” It’s yours for now, but if it’s gold it belongs to God. 1 Chronicles 29:11:

“Everything in heaven and earth is yours, oh Lord; wealth and honor come from you, you are the ruler of all things.”

When you understand this, when this becomes something that’s deep inside of you, it changes everything. One time at the camp that I was part of we were going to be building a lodge facility. We had an architect that went to Willow Creek Community Church in Barrington and he took his architectural company and provided all of the architectural services for our camp to build this lodge facility. I said to him one day, “Why are you doing this?” I’ll never forget his answer. He said, “Brian, a few years ago I discovered that God is the owner of everything. If God is the owner of everything, that includes my business, my architectural skills, my life and my time; it includes everything. If God is the owner of everything and if God is connecting me to the ministry that you’re part of, then God has led me to help under the banner of the ownership of the Lord Jesus Christ.” He said, “When I discovered that, it changed who I was. It changed how I did business; it changed how I interfaced with customers and with other people. The ownership of God changed everything in my life.” In 1 Chronicles 29, David says a prayer after a building fund project. This building fund project is quite an amazing story. David talks about what he’s going to give and then challenges people to give and they give. When they counted it all up, do you know what it was worth? The value of the gold, silver, iron, and copper that were given at that time -- there are scholars that have studied this -- was worth $35 billion. David says, “Everything comes from you and all of it belongs to you. Everything we’ve given you has come from your hand.” Psalm 24:1:

“The earth is the Lord’s, everything in it and all who live in it.”

I was teaching in Athens, Greece a number of years ago to mainly leaders from Eastern Europe, and I was talking to one fellow from Romania. He said, “Brian, as I listen to you teach and go through the scriptures, you need to understand something -- I’ve never heard teaching like this. For 70 years in Eastern Europe and in the Soviet Union we were taught about communism. In communism it said that the state is the owner of everything and the state will meet every person’s needs. That’s what we were taught. Then communism fell and capitalism and consumerism came into Eastern Europe and the Soviet Blok countries. Under those we were taught that no, the state doesn’t own everything, the state isn’t going to meet your needs, you’ve got to provide for yourself. You are the owner of everything, but you’ve got to provide for your own needs. That’s kind of failed us also, but for the first time in my life I’ve discovered that it’s not about communism, it’s not about capitalism, it’s not about consumerism, it’s about Christianity. Under Christianity I found out for the first time that God is the owner of everything, and with God as the owner of everything He is my provider. I need to learn to live under His lordship and his kingship and I need to manage what He gives me, I need to be grateful for what He gives me, I need to be content with what He gives me, and I need to be generous with what He gives me. I had never heard this in my entire life.” God is the owner, God is my provider, God is my source, and I am but a manager and a steward of what he entrusts to us. If you get hold of this or if it gets hold of you, life becomes different.
Day Two – God is the Provider of Every Good Thing in Your Life

James 1:17:

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of heavenly lights.”

What’s good in your life? What’s wonderful in your life? What are the things that you are most grateful for? My friend, those things are a gift from God. How many of you like the story It’s a Wonderful Life with Jimmy Stewart? That’s one of my favorite movies of all time. It wasn’t very famous when it first came out, but it has become a real classic now. My family normally likes to watch this movie around the Christmas holidays, and I just love thinking about this whole idea of a man who says, “I wish I had never been born.” Then it’s like okay, what does his family look like, what does this town look like, and what do his friends look like? What are the differences that this one life made? I think of the Lord Jesus Christ, and I think, “What if the Lord Jesus Christ would have never come?” What would your life look like? What would my life look like? Every good thing in my life has come from the hand of a loving Heavenly Father. I wouldn’t be married without the Lord Jesus because I met my wife at a church and we went to a Christian camp. If the Lord Jesus had not have come to this world, that church would not have been there and that Christian camp would not have been there, so I would have never married my wife because we wouldn’t have known each other. We wouldn’t have had our children – we have two adopted children and one biological child. Those two adoption agencies were Christian agencies and if it wasn’t for the Lord Jesus Christ coming into the world and causing people to be compassionate in India and in another place in the US, my children would never have come into my life. I wouldn’t have had the church I grew up in over the years. I was part of Bethel College and seminary for a while, that experience wouldn’t have been in my life. I wouldn’t be at the church I’m at right now in Colorado Springs with its wonderful congregation. I would be without hope, without help, without heaven, and I would be without Maranatha. You take the Lord Jesus Christ out of your life, and if He would have never come into your life or never come into this world all of the good that you and I have ever experienced would evaporate in a moment’s time. Your marriages, your families, your church, many of your friendships, and so many things that have been a blessing in your life would be gone in an instant if the Lord Jesus Christ would not have come. It’s a wonderful thing to consider and to contemplate the goodness of God in our life. The Bible says every good and perfect gift is from above; anything we have, it comes from His hand. God is also a very faithful provider; it’s unbelievable the ways that God can provide for us. Proverbs 8:18, God says:

“Unending riches, honor and justice, and righteousness are mine to distribute. My gifts are better than the purest gold or sterling silver, those who love me follow me and indeed are wealthy, I fill their treasuries.”

It’s an unbelievable thing when we realize that God is our source and provider because it changes everything about us. God is much more interested in our needs than our greeds – it’s not a prosperity gospel. I’m not a name it, claim it, grab it, blab it kind of preacher. When you realize that He is the source and the provider, and He is the giver of every good and perfect gift it’s okay to pray. It’s okay to go to the Lord on any financial decision, on any purchase, and just talk to the Lord about it. It’s a wonderful thing to realize that things come from His hand. I prayed for money, but God sent me the boots I needed; I didn’t need money, I needed boots and God provided. That was a significant turning point in my life, because I began to discover that if unending riches are God’s to distribute and He can provide what is necessary and what is needed, then all things are appropriate to talk about with Him. One day at the camp, the leaders came in to me -- I was kind of the finance guy and marketing fellow at that camp -- and the operations guy said, “We need to buy a new septic pump.” I said, “Okay, how much is it?” and he said, “It’s $15,000.” We didn’t have $15,000, and he was saying, “We have to have this septic pump, we have to order it.” The camp had gone to a debt-free basis to operate their ministries while I was there, and I said, “Well, if it’s a ‘have to’, if it’s a real need, then we can talk to God about it.” So we began to pray and say, “God, we need a septic pump.” Now I don’t know -- when you think about a septic pump – how do you raise money for a septic pump? Do you send out a letter and ask everybody to get behind it? What do you do? Do you give them memorial opportunities? “In honor of my grandfather, Joe” and we put it on the septic pump? I mean, I was a bit perplexed on how we’re going to raise the money for the septic pump, but we had to have it. We were praying about it, and I was mindful of this verse that God is the distributor of what we need, He is the provider. I said to the guy, “Go find out who makes it.” So he found out that a Swedish company that had offices in Connecticut made it. I said, “Now I want you to tell me everything about that pump, I want you to tell me the make, the model, the color.” – I guess there wasn’t a color – “Whatever it is I need to know. I need to know exactly what this pump is.” So he gave me all the information. I called the company and talked to the most important person that was there, the assistant to the president. You see, presidents come and go but assistants are the ones that run the show. I called and said, “Who is the president?” They told me his name, and then I called back and said, “Who is the president’s assistant?” and they told me her name, and I hung up. A little while later I called her back and I said, “This is Brian Kluth and I’m working with a camp in Wisconsin. Your company manufactures septic pumps and it’s the very septic pump we need, and I was wondering if there’s somebody that you could point me to that could help me get this septic pump, and if you could donate it or discount it or do something.” She said, “Sure, I want you to talk to Ollie Olsen, send him a fax.” This was a number of years ago. So I sent Ollie a fax and I told him about the need for the septic pump, told him about our camp, and said, “Is there any way that you could help us?” I sent it off, and said, “Ollie, I’ll call you in a couple of days.” So I called him in a couple of days. I called him and said, “Ollie, this is Brian.” And Ollie said, “Yeah, yeah, we got your letter.” I said, “Ollie, that’s great. I was wondering, is there any chance that your company can help us?” “Yeah, we sent the pump.” I said, “But Ollie, we never talked, that’s an expensive pump.” “Yeah, that’s an expensive pump, but we sent the pump.” “But Ollie, we didn’t talk about the money!” “No, we’re just going to give it to you. We’re giving you the pump, we’re sending you the pump.” A $15,000 pump! I wasn’t there with the Israelites when the manna came down from heaven but I will tell you this, when the semi rolled down the road to the camp with the septic pump on the back -- it weighed about 400 pounds -- it was manna from heaven. God knew our need was a septic pump, and what did God give us? He didn’t give us the $15,000 to buy the septic pump; He gave us the septic pump. That got my juices flowing. This camp was a little on the older side and it needed a lot of work, and I began to call corporations all over America and talked to the most important people in the world, the assistant to the president. We got lumber, windows, and power machinery given to us. We just had thing after thing…mattresses and doors and carpet and all kinds of things. All over America God gave us favor, because unending riches are His to distribute. God meets our needs, not our greeds; He is the provider of every good thing in our life. It’s a wonderful, transforming truth. If you are not a Christian, maybe you’re in church and grateful to be there but you’ve never crossed that spiritual line, you’ve never put your faith in Christ, and you still have more questions than you have answers. You’re here listening to something about giving and living a generous life, but if you are not a believer yet I don’t want you to worry about giving to God. What I want you to realize is what you can receive from God. You can receive forgiveness of sins, a brand new start, the power to be good, the power to do good, and you can receive help for your problems, the ability to forgive, and a home in heaven. If you’re not Christ’s follower yet, the journey starts with receiving from God. God will transform you and change you and make you into a generous person with your whole life and your being, but realize that it’s what Christ has done for you. That’s the starting point in the Christian life and receiving from God.
Day Three – Your Role is to be the Trustee, Manager and Steward of 100% of What God Entrusts to You During Your Lifetime
God is the provider, God is the source, but we are the managers. Matthew 25 talks about this idea that people were entrusted with some resources, and then the master goes away and comes back and he’s talking to them. To the one who did a good job – multiplied what he was given – the master was full of praise and he said, “Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together.” He was given resources and he managed them well. This verse had a big influence on my life because about ten years ago God began to speak to my heart about being a pastor. I had never gone to school to be a pastor, never prepared to be a pastor, never planned to be a pastor, and never wanted to be a pastor. I was in camp work for about ten years and then I headed up a national ministry in the US as president for about six years, but God began to move. God began to speak to my heart and say, “Brian, I want you to be a local church pastor.” I served in my local church, I was elder church chairman, I did preaching in that church and in other churches, but God began to speak to me. I was looking at my life, looking at my finances, looking at different things and in that particular season of my life I had over a six-figure salary. I began to contemplate what this kind of change would mean and realized that my salary would probably go down about 60% if I was to move into a pastoral role. There was a real wrestling going on. One day I was visiting some people in Denver and somebody said, “Brian, one of the problems with you right now is that you’re trying to figure out how this would possibly work, but you can’t figure it out. You need to surrender to God’s calling on your life. What God guides, He provides. What He orders, he pays for. If God is calling you into pastoral ministry, He is the one that will bring it about and provide for your family, but you have to surrender.” I went up to the hotel room and got down on my knees. I said, “God, I don’t understand how you’ll ever do this and I don’t know what church would ever have me. God, I don’t know how it will all work out but at the end of my life there’s only one thing I want to hear, and that’s ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant, come and share in your master’s happiness.’” On the basis of that it didn’t matter what my title is, what my salary was, where I lived, or what I did, my only role is to be a servant of the Lord Jesus. At the time I was in my early 40s and I said, “God, it’s whatever you want.” All of our lives are to be managed under the lordship of Christ. What would God have you do? How would God have you live? How would God have you give? When you learn to become open-handed, it’s all about what He would have for you. So you live this life as a steward, as a manager, as a trustee, and always with one goal in mind, that you might someday hear, “Well done my good and faithful servant.” It doesn’t matter what the bank account says, what your zip code is, or what kind of car you drive. What matters is that you someday hear, “Well done my good and faithful servant.” 1 Corinthians 4:2:
“It is required in stewards that a man be found faithful.”

One of the things I’ve learned about stewardship and about managing and so forth is that we’re accountable. We’re accountable for what God has called us to or entrusted to us. A number of years ago I was in Florida and I took out a rental car. If you think about it, in American ways of thinking about it, it’s like, “It’s my car. I’ve got the keys and I’m the driver, so it’s mine.” I drove that car all over Florida, did all the things I needed to do, and then I was filling up with gas just before I went back to the rental place. I was backing up in the gas station and hit a cement pole that I couldn’t see, and just totally scraped the back of that car. When I took that car back, they inspected it. It seemed like it was my car, it felt like it was my car, I owned it, I drove it, the key was in my hand, but it wasn’t my car, it was Hertz’s car. I was just loaned it for a time and there was a payment that needed to be done, but now damage was done. I had to pay for that, I was accountable; I was a steward of that vehicle. I was free to use it, but there is an accounting that goes on with Hertz or Alamo or any of those other companies. They check, “What did you do with what we gave you?” There’s an accounting in our own life. We’ll look at some other verses later about how we can live with a life of wood and stubble, or precious stones. It’s very possible that we can live for the wrong things and have the wrong focus, but we have to realize that when we are stewards, we are managers and the greatest goal in life is to someday hear, “Well done, my good and faithful servant, come and share in your master’s happiness.” It was reported that Martin Luther once said that people go through three conversions; the conversion of their head, the conversion of their heart, and the conversion of their pocketbook, and then he said, “Unfortunately, not all at the same time.” It’s very possible that some of you have gone through a conversion of your head, you understand the Christian facts, you acknowledge them intellectually, but maybe you haven’t dropped it 18” into your heart. Some people miss heaven by 18”; they knew all about Christ but they never received Christ. You see, we’re to receive Him and we’re to respond to Him. It’s not just to be the conversion of our head and understanding the facts, it’s to be the receiving of our savior and the conversion of our hearts. Ultimately there’s also the conversion of our pocketbooks and our resources. In other words, all that God entrusts to us we are to be managers of one hundred percent.
Day Four – The Lord Watches Your Giving

Mark 12:41: 

“Jesus sat down opposite the plate where offerings were put in and watched the crowd putting the money into the temple treasury.”

Does your pastor know how much you give? In 90% of churches the answer to that question would be no. The reality is, many people would be very offended if the pastor knew what they put in. They think that, “Well, he would treat me differently if he knew.” or if he knew what everybody gave he’d only be nice to the rich people and not to the people that don’t put in so much. It’s very interesting that Jesus watches your giving. Every time a plate goes by, every time there’s an opportunity to give to the Lord, He sees, He watches, He knows, and He understands. One day I was talking to some people in my church about this question, should a pastor know? One gal says, “I don’t think you should because you would treat people differently.” I said, “That’s interesting. Linda, do you know that I know who has had an adulterous affair? Do you know that I know who has had homosexual encounters? I know people that have an alcohol problem, that have a drug problem, that have had an abortion, that have gone through bankruptcy, and that have had abuse in their homes or their families. I know so many things about so many people.” She said, “Yeah but that’s different, this is money we’re talking about.” Isn’t it interesting that homosexuality, adultery, immorality, drunkenness, drug use, all that, “Pastor, it’s okay if you know all of that, but don’t ever know anything about money.” To this day I still don’t know anything about money in my church, we have kept that quiet. It’s fine, I’m not worried about that, but Jesus knows. Luke 21:11:

“Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury.”

He knows about our giving. I was preaching in a black church once, and it’s kind of fun to preach in a black church because if you make a good point people cheer and they stand up and twirl around. It was an amazing experience. After I was done preaching on giving, there was a black woman running around with a check in her hand. I said, “What’s up?” She said, “Well when that offering plate came by I just told the Lord, ‘I’m sorry Lord, you know I was going to put something in, but I’ve got to live my life this week, take care of my kids, and take care of things.’ Suddenly I realized God saw everything. I realized that it became an issue of trust. I want to trust God this week, I don’t want to trust myself because I can’t make it myself, I need God to get me through the week. So I went looking, I want to give this gift in a spirit of trust because God sees my giving and God knows that I’m saying to Him, ‘God, I need your help this week.’” I was in one black church one time; it was the West Angeles Church of God with Bishop Blake, a church of about 10,000. We get to the offering time and he stands up in front of people and says, “Okay, we’re going to take the offering. I want all the tithers to stand.” All these people start standing. I was wondering if there was a treasurer over in the corner going, “No, you sit down and you sit down.” Then he says, “I’m going to pray God’s blessing on your finances.” He prays this great prayer for God’s blessing on the finances then says, “Okay, now you can sit down. Now all the rest of you stand up and I will lead you in a prayer of repentance.” If I did that I would be a dead man in the dumpster at my church. The Lord watches our giving, and may we learn to give in such a way that there’s a spirit of, “Lord, this is unto you.” There was a one-dollar bill and a hundred-dollar bill that were on their way to the incinerator. I don’t know if you know this, but in America they burn money when it wears out. On the way to the incinerator this one-dollar bill and this hundred-dollar bill started talking to each other. The hundred-dollar bill said, “You know, I really can’t complain, it’s been a nice life. I went to western Michigan on vacation, I drove a nice car, I had a nice house, I went on nice vacations, I went to nice restaurants and nice malls. How about you, little one-dollar bill, how was life for you?” One-dollar bill thought and says, “Well all I ever did was go to church, go to church, and go to church!” The hundred-dollar bill said, “What’s a church?” An elder was talking to me one day and he said, “Pastor, I saw my first hundred-dollar bill in the plate today!” I said, “Earl, how long have you been an usher?” and he said, “27 years.” He never saw a hundred-dollar bill in the plate for 27 years, so he understands that particular story of the hundred-dollar bill and the one-dollar bill.
Day Five – Don’t Become Prideful About Anything God Has Entrusted to You

We’re at all different kinds of economic levels. Some of you have been uniquely blessed by God to have very significant resources. Most wealthy people that I’ve ever talked to say that they have more than they ever dreamed possible, they wanted to do well in life but sometimes the wellness far surpasses whatever their expectations were. For some percentage in this world, that does happen. The Bible has some reminders about that, when that happens somehow all we can think is that it was all about us and our great skills and our great abilities. Deuteronomy 8:17 says:

“You may say to yourself, ‘My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.’ but remember the Lord your God because it is He who gives the ability to produce wealth.”

Who gave you the sharp mind that you have? Who gave you the strength of body to do what you do? Who gave you the ability to breathe a breath of air every second? Who allows your heart to keep beating? My friend that is not you, that is God. If God has given you resources and blessed you in different ways, then thank God for it and manage it well and be a trustee of it well. Never think that it’s all about you because it’s not, it’s always all about Him. We’re to live for an audience of one. Psalm 62:10:

“If your riches increase, don’t be proud.”

Deuteronomy 8:11:

“Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, otherwise when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine homes and settle down, when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase, and all that you have is multiplied then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God.” 
God calls us each to say, “Lord, what I receive and what I have come from your hand.” Here’s another reality, if you’re in America you are rich. I’m going to prove it to you. How many of you made more than $1,500 last year? Congratulations, you’re in the top 25% of the world’s population, 75% of the world’s population makes less than $1,500 a year. Nearly half of the world’s population lives on about a dollar a day. When we think of rich people we think of somebody else and not us, and the reality is that it’s us all the way. Even if you’re here on welfare today, you are richer than 75% of the world’s population. Sometimes we say, “Woe is me.” The reality is we have so much, God’s grace is all over us and His provisions have been so wonderful to us. We need to be reminded not to become proud when our riches do increase.
Day Six – Even the Poor are to Give to God from What They Have

Some of you might say, “Well what about the poor? Here in America we should give, but what about the poor? What about someone that’s on a fixed income? What about someone that’s unemployed? What about a single mom? What about people on the other side of the world?” Even the poor are to give from what they have. Deuteronomy 16:16:

“No man should appear before the Lord empty-handed.”

One time when I was teaching in Greece there was a fellow from Bulgaria that was there. He told me, “Brian, I never heard teaching like this about God’s ownership, God’s provision, and how we’re to be managers and be generous. In Bulgaria we’re so convinced that we’re poor, we’re always looking to the West for help. We’re always thinking somebody else has to do it. My life has been changed, my heart has been transformed. I want to go back to Bulgaria and teach people what the Word of God says about managing what we have and living generously.” I thought that was great. He went back and ultimately took a lot of my materials, put them in Bulgarian, and sent them to 2,000 churches all over Bulgaria. He taught 100 seminars across Bulgaria on these biblical truths. When he got back there was a church that called him to say, “We need you to come and have a meeting with us.” He went to this church and said, “What’s the problem?” They said, “Well, it’s winter time and our church is very cold. We need somebody from America to give us money so we can buy wood to heat the church. Who do you know in America that can send us money so we can buy wood and heat the church?” He said, “Well, I know a few people in America, but let me ask you a few questions. Are your homes cold?” The people said, “No, our homes are fine.” “Well, why are your homes fine?” They said, “We go into the woods, cut down trees, bring back the logs, chop it up, and we have it in our yard to heat our houses. Our homes are fine; we just need wood for the church.” Just coming off of this conference with me, this fellow said, “God has blessed you with wood, you need to give some wood to this church.” They said, “No, that’s our wood, it doesn’t belong to God. We’re poor Bulgarians and we can’t afford to give away any wood.” He says, “No, God has blessed you with wood. If God has blessed you with wood, you need to give the first portion of that wood and bring it to this church.” They said, “We don’t like what you’re saying to us. We want you to tell us an American will give us money so that we can buy wood.” Then he looked at the pastor, who was a scrawny little guy, but he looked at the people and they were not. He said, “What’s the story with your pastor? He’s so scrawny and sickly-looking and you all look fine.” They said, “He’s bi-vocational. We can’t afford to pay him so he works a couple jobs to pastor this church. Those jobs don’t pay very well, he can’t buy food very well, and so yeah he’s kind of scrawny and tired.” He said, “But look at you, you look fine. Why do you look fine?” They said, “We have the best gardens in all of Bulgaria. We’re the greatest gardeners in Bulgaria and we have our animals and our gardens, so we’re fine.” He said, “If God has blessed you with those animals and those gardens, you need to bring some of the produce to your brother and support your pastor.” They said, “No, those are our gardens and our animals. He can work on his own.” They finally said, “You can leave now.” He says, “Okay, I’ll leave without giving you the name of an American who will buy you wood for your church, but I’m going to give you the Bible verses about what God says about how everything comes from Him, manage what He gives you and give from what He gives you. I’m going to come back someday.” About a year later he was coming back through that village and went to that church, and there outside the church were stacks of wood. He met the pastor, who was quite happy to see him. The pastor was looking healthier and stronger. He said, “What’s going on with you?” “You won’t believe what happened. After you left the people were all upset with you for what you said. They began to go in the Bible and read what the Bible said, and they discovered that God is the provider and the owner, and they are to be managers and they are to be generous. They began to bring wood, food, and meat. We have all the wood we need now, a whole year’s supply. I was able to quit all my jobs, I’m fully supported and I have enough. Not only that, this little village is giving so much that there is enough money now to support two seminary students from our church in a Bulgarian seminary. They’re fully funding the seminary students out of the offerings of this little village church.” You see, even the poor are to learn to give from what they have. In 1 Kings 17 we read about the widow one meal away from death and Elijah says, “From what you have, first give to me.” I think of a dear friend of mine, Nancy McPherson, back in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Her husband left her with three children and was sending her a very small amount of money for groceries every week for her and the children. The amount of money he sent was so small, it wasn’t even enough for one person much less Nancy and three children. I talked to Nancy and she said, “Brian, I’m so excited!” “What are you excited about?” “I’m going to give to God out of my grocery money.” “What do you mean?” This was years ago. She said, “I got this grocery money and when my husband was in the house he never let me give to the Lord. Now he’s left me but he’s sending me this little bit of grocery money. I’m going to give to God out of my grocery money, and I’m going to trust God to take care of me.” At that time in my life I didn’t have the maturity I have today, and I said, “Well Nancy, that’s nice that you’re feeling that way but you have such little money, I think I would just hold on to it. I think you need all of that for yourself because it’s not enough.” She said, “Brian, I know it’s not enough, but I’m going to give to God out of my grocery money and I know that somehow God will meet my needs.” So she began to give out of her grocery money. A couple months later I saw her and she had gotten a job at a cookbook company. They paid Nancy to go shopping at the grocery store. She bought all these foods and they paid her to prepare all these hams, roasts, turkeys, pies, casseroles, vegetable dishes, cakes, kind of like the brunch today. This cookbook company would take pictures of everything that she made, but when they were done taking their pictures they never wanted the food and they told Nancy, “You just take it all home and feed your family.” Her Heavenly Father provided the groceries that were necessary for her and her family. As Nancy gave to God out of her grocery money God proved Himself faithful.
Day Seven – Set Up a Plan to Faithfully Give 10% or More of Your Financial Resources to the Lord’s Work

In Luke 11:42 Jesus is talking about the tithe. Deuteronomy 14:22:
“Be sure to set aside a tenth.”

In other words, you’re not to co-mingle funds. You’re literally to receive resources and set them aside separately, separate it out as unto the Lord. It’s not something that you’re to touch for your own purposes. Whether you’re given little or whether you’re given much, you learn to set aside. In India what they do is if they have enough food for a meal, they take the first handful of rice and set it aside for God’s servant. They literally do that for every single meal. I was teaching one time in this church in Milwaukee, and this fellow named Bob said, “Well I don’t believe it, I just can’t believe that. This day and age with the price of everything, there’s no way you can set aside at least a tenth and give it to the Lord. Who is going to take care of my kids? Who is going to pay my bills? Who is going to pay my mortgage? Who is going to pay the medical bills? Who is going to buy my kids shoes? There’s no way that someone could do that.” This was in a class I was teaching, and I said, “Bob, everything I know about God says this is the right thing to do.” Bob said, “Well I don’t buy that, I don’t believe it, and I’m not going there.” That night Bob called me on the phone and said, “Brian, were you really serious? Do you think a Christian should set aside the first portion of their income and give it to God?” I said, “Bob, I really do believe that.” He said, “I don’t have the courage to do that, I’m too afraid to do that. I could only do that under one condition.” I said, “What is that?” He said, “At church you would have to start a tither support group.” I said, “A tither support group…what do you mean?” He said, “Again, I’m too nervous and scared. I need to get together with others that are trying to do this and then we can commiserate and complain about how bad it is, how life is miserable, and how we can’t make it. Then maybe I would have the strength to do this.” I prayed, “Lord, what should I say?” and I said, “Bob, how about we start a tither support group of two?” He said, “You and me?” I said, “No, you and God.” He said, “What does He have to do with it?” I said, “Everything.” He said, “Brian, you think that if I begin to give to God, God is going to suddenly show up in my life?” I said, “Somehow, some way, yes. God will show Himself faithful in ways you cannot understand today.” That Sunday he comes walking down the aisle waving a check and he says, “Brian, you better start praying. The first check is going to God, and I can’t make it through the week.” I did start praying, and about Thursday Bob called me and told me that I was lucky because God came through with an expense check that he was not counting on and they made it through the week. A couple Sundays later Bob walks in, he’s waving another check. He says, “Brian, you better start praying. I don’t have any expense checks coming, how is God going to show up this time?” I went home and began to pray. About Thursday or Friday Bob called me and told me I was lucky again. I didn’t get anything out of this, I don’t know how I was lucky, but I said, “Bob, what happened?” He said, “I got a letter from the Christian school and they had just done an audit on their books. Four years ago we had overpaid them $138 so they sent us a check and we’re going to make it through the week.” I said, “Bob, that is a bona fide miracle. No Christian school in the history of the world has ever sent a parent money back!” Bob said, “Wow, you’re right.” Another time Bob called me and he didn’t have enough money for a bus ticket and somebody in his workplace gave him a bus ticket. He said, “Brian, they gave me a ticket and it had the number I needed on it. God even knows my bus number.” You see, God encouraged Bob that He was in control, and that he needed to honor the Lord with what he was given and allow the Lord to be the Lord in his life. To be a faithful giver you can not co-mingle, you have to learn to set aside.
