[image: image1.jpg]oAt 0 DAY JOURNEY TO A MORE

o™ GENEROUS LIFE :

Inspiring open handed giving in a tight fisted world




Day Twenty-Two -- God Has a High Regard for a Christian in Humble Financial Circumstances
This is a pretty fascinating verse in James 1:9, listen to this, it’s not how you and I think. We have a high regard for people doing well, but God is not impressed with people doing well, look who He is impressed with:

“The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position.”

The brother or sister in Christ making $1 per day, $10 per month, or whatever; why would they have a high position? They have a high position because they have to trust God. They don’t have any choices, they don’t have any backup plan, their only plan is God. When you have resources you don’t even have to pray, you can just go do what you want, when you want, and get what you want. It’s really that simple:

“The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position, but the one who is rich should not take pride in his low position because he will pass away like a wild flower for the sun rises and scorches the plant, it blossoms fall and its beauty is destroyed, in the same way the rich man will fade away even while he goes about his business.”
The brother who has a high position in God’s sight is the one who has strong faith, and it’s a strong faith because it’s necessary for food, for health, for strength, and for guidance. A dear Christian brother of mine in Africa told me his story one day while I was teaching over in Uganda. This man made $10 a month and had six children. In his little village in Africa there were children going blind, there was a disease that was ravishing that part of Africa and making the children go blind. For .50, though, you could buy the medicine necessary to give to a child, and that child would not go blind. This man in Africa starts praying, “Oh God, send somebody from America to give this village the money so we can buy this medicine for .50 so these children do not have to go blind.” He prayed and prayed and prayed, and God never answered the way he wanted. No American ever came along; no one ever took an interest, nobody from Germany or Western Europe. One day he was praying, and God says, “You heal them, you buy the medicine.” He just prompted him in his heart. He said, “God, I’m already giving to you out of what I have, we can’t afford that .50, we only make $10 a month and we have six children.” God says, “You heal those blind children, you buy that medicine.” So he talked to his wife, he talked to the children, and they decided, “Okay, out of our $10 a month we’re going to cut back a little bit.” I don’t know how you cut back on $10, but they were going to buy the medicine one dose at a time. When I saw him, he had given that medicine to 84 children over a 7-year time period and 84 children didn’t go blind in his village because God prompted him and said, “You buy the medicine and give it to those children.” He went on to talk about how God educated his children, some of his children actually got educated in the US and the UK because of God’s unique providences in his life. When I saw him he had double his income, he was up to $20 a month and I think he was doing a couple children a month at that time. God has a high regard for a Christian in humble financial circumstances.
Day Twenty-Three – God Has Good Works for You to Do During Your Lifetime

God knows your address, your name, how He has gifted you, your age, your abilities, your disabilities, and your liabilities. It’s an amazing thing, Ephesians 2:10, a verse that sometimes we leave off. We talk about how we’re saved by faith and grace, how that all works in, but then it says:

“For we are God’s masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus to do good works which God has prepared in advance for us to do.”

Every one of you, regardless of your age, if you are a believer and follower of Christ, the Lord has a plan and a purpose for your life. There are good works which He has prepared in advance that you might do them. A number of years ago, when I was at Fort Wilderness, I used to always speak at a single’s retreat every Labor Day weekend. Singles would come from all over the US to this retreat, and there was a widower in his 70s named Tony. Tony came to the camp for four years in a row, and the fourth year he wanted to see me after one of my sessions. He said, “Hey, can I talk to you?” I said, “Sure.” We go over to the sweet shop and talk. He said, “I just want to tell you that God has really used you in my life. I came three years ago, two years ago, and then last year and God has really used you.” I said, “What does that look like? How does that work in your life?” He said, “Here’s the conclusion I came to after the third year of hearing you. Last year after I heard you I came to the conclusion that if God can use you, he can use anybody.” The reality is, we are all trophies of grace. If not by our merit or good works or anything else, it’s God’s grace in our lives. I said, “Okay, what did that look like?” He said, “Last year after I left the retreat I went home and went to prison.” I said, “That’s not a very good idea.” He said, “I didn’t get sent to prison, I went to prison.” I said, “What do you mean?” I said, “I just took a Serendipity Bible,” – it’s a Bible with little questions on the side for when you meet with someone – “and I just started meeting with prisoners. I met with people on death row, murderers, and rapists. I just had my little Bible and I would read the notes on the side and talk to these guys about the Bible.” This last year 15 or 16 guys came to Christ because Tony came to the realization that God could use anybody, if He could use me He could use Tony, so he began to be used by God. Matthew 5:16:
“In the same way, let your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

If you came to my church on a Sunday morning you would probably see a little lady who is on a little cart. She is quite elderly, you look at her and think, “Gee, she really shouldn’t be out of the nursing home.” She’s quite crippled, she has cerebral palsy, she’s not very attractive and she has her little cart that she drives around. She’s our Sunday school teller; the kids bring their attendance lists in to her. If you saw her you’d say, “This poor little lady!” Well I need to tell you about Mary Jane Pontain, this poor little lady that’s in this cart and is all crippled up -- she went on 16 worldwide trips in the last two years with Johnny and Friends. She has taken wheelchairs, crutches, and canes all over the world. She has been in Cuba, Ghana, China, Peru, and just all sorts of places. She’s this crippled old lady and you really can’t understand her very well, but she has gone all over the world serving the Lord. My younger son loves her. When Sandi was re-diagnosed with cancer, our 11-year-old son Jeremy was quite traumatized by that, but then he heard that the doctors told Mary Jane 36 years ago that she only had three years to live because of cancer. She’s 78 now, and Jeremy latched on to if God allowed Mary Jane to live 36 years past her diagnosis, He could allow Sandi to live 36 years past her diagnosis. Mary Jane is an interesting gal. One time when she got back from a trip she immediately had to go into the hospital and I went to visit her. I walked in and she had a laptop on her lap, and she was doing something with one finger. I said, “Mary Jane, what happened to you?” She said, “In Africa they had my wheelchair up on bamboo poles and were taking me through the jungle, and they dropped me! Everything hurts except for this finger, this finger doesn’t hurt.” I said, “Well, what are you doing?” She says, “I’m using my one good finger and I’m typing up a Bible study for the disabled.” With her one finger; crippled, cerebral palsy, a difficult life, but she has one good finger and she’s using it for the glory of God. She’s living open-handed in a tight-fisted world. The one finger that wasn’t hurting, she sat and typed up a Bible study for the disabled that they could understand that they are not cursed, they are not condemned. In much of the world that’s exactly what they’re told, they’re put out in the forests and the jungles to die, and Mary Jane goes around and tells them about the love of God. Mary Jane started the first school in Western Africa and Ghana for the disabled. The first school ever, because they’re normally just cast off. She raised all the funds herself; it’s a boarding school for 40 disabled children. She looks like she shouldn’t be out of the nursing home. In the same way, let your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. Don’t ever make excuses, don’t ever say, “I have this wrong with me, I have that problem.” No, if you are Christ’s follower you were created warts and all, sufferings and all, problems and all, disabilities and all, for the glory of God.
Day Twenty-Four – Some People are Called to Extravagant Giving

There’s something here called God’s Creative Provisions, let me just remind you that if some of you are garage salers, or like estate sales, or like auctions and it’s just something in you, I want to give you your life verses. You didn’t know these verses were in the Bible but they’re there, and some people can do it with a greater passion once they know these verses are there. 
Proverbs 13:2:

“A sinner’s wealth is stored up for the righteous.”

Now you have to go find it, but it’s stored up, it’s waiting for you out there. Ecclesiastes 2:26:

“To the sinner God gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God.”

Job 27:16:

“Evil people may have all the money in the world and they may store away mounds of clothing, but the righteous will wear that clothing.”

I bought a pair of shoes one time at Goodwill, they were brand new, they were nice shoes and I’d never heard of the maker before, they were made in London. I get home and I look them up on the internet, and they were $800 shoes. I paid $10; I would never buy $800 shoes. I thought about this verse, evil people may have all the money in the world – somebody had a lot of money to spend $800 on shoes – they may store away mounds of clothing, but the righteous will wear their clothing. Isaiah 45:3:
“I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places.”

So you garage salers, you estate salers, you thrift shoppers, God bless you as you journey forward. Somebody here told me the story…he was a music teacher and when he was going around to places like this, if he found an instrument that just needed a little repair work and he could get it for under $20, he bought them. He started buying all these instruments at garage sales, thrift shops, wherever. They started piling up and he’s like, “I got good deals on all this stuff, but what do I do with it?” A missionary e-mailed him and said they needed instruments for kids in Russia. He teared up as he was telling me this, he said, “Now I buy these and they go to Russia.” They go to Russia for these children that they might learn to play instruments. He didn’t keep them for himself; he lived open-handed in a tight-fisted world.
Day Twenty-Five – God Can Do Great Things Through a Person or a Group That is Devoted to Him

One of my favorite verses in the entire Bible is 2 Chronicles 16:9, I heard it from Adrien Thomas from the Torchbearer Bible School years ago, and he would say it this way:

“The eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the whole earth looking for any man whose heart is perfect towards him that God might show Himself strong in his behalf.”
The eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the whole earth, throughout each room, throughout Maranatha, throughout Michigan, throughout the US, and throughout the whole world. What is He looking for? He is looking for any person whose heart is perfect toward Him that God might show himself strong on that person’s behalf; blessed to be a blessing, helped to be a helper. Judges 7:7:

“The Lord said to Gideon, ‘With these 300 men that lapped I will save you and give you the 120,000 Mideonites into your hands.’”

God is not impressed with numbers; he doesn’t need big numbers to do big things. We’ve heard the story of the little girl that gave the dollar and they bought a camp in Hong Kong. John Bechtel, a missionary, had no money but had faith to believe and make an offer. God used John Bechtel and that little girl, and today the camp exists in Hong Kong. In Judges it’s very obvious that God could use 300 men to take on an army of 120,000. Last summer my wife went to Romania, this spring we went back to Romania, and my son was there five weeks last summer visiting people from Milwaukee that work among the Gypsies in Eastern Romania. They have a marvelous ministry amongst the Gypsy churches and villages, and among the Gypsy children they do some great work. Last year there were some teenagers that went over to Romania and worked a number of weeks and found out that in the Gypsy villages it gets very cold during the winter and the Gypsy children didn’t have shoes. They have all these barefoot kids running around and it’s cold. These kids from West Bend, Wisconsin, come back from Romania and they had a great mission experience, but they couldn’t get it out of their head that there were kids in Romania, these Gypsy children, that didn’t have shoes. They thought, what could they do? They began to pray, think, and talk and they did a couple little fund raisers and got some money. They began to build this shoe fund. They started thinking about how they were going to buy these shoes and where they were going to get them. They contacted a company that made shoes and it turned out that with the several thousand dollars they had, the company decided to get involved with it, and they gave them 7,000 pairs of boots for their $2,000-$3,000. Seven thousand pairs of boots went to Romania for kids that had no shoes at all in the winter. Just a couple of teenagers that had a burden, they just cared. They decided to open their hands, their lives, and their schedules and say, “God, we want to do something about these kids without shoes.” God showed Himself strong on their behalf. There’s no telling what God might do through you if you make yourself available. If you just say, “My time, my resources, my skills, my burdens, my passions, my disabilities…” My whatever, God they’re all yours but I open myself to you and I open my life to you, and God I just want you to work through me. Through you and through others amazing things can happen.
Day Twenty-Six – God Blesses You Financially So That You Can be a Blessing to Others

One time a gal I was working with was so excited because she got a raise, “More money for me! More money for me!” That’s what she was saying as she was going around. She was a little obvious -- most of us just do it quietly. There’s nothing wrong with more money for you, bless God when there’s more money for you, but I want you to think about something – maybe that money is not for you. Maybe God is giving that to you because it’s supposed to go through you rather than to you. There are times that it’s for you and that’s great, but there’s other times it’s to come to you to go through you. Proverbs 10:16:
“A good man’s earnings advance the cause of righteousness.”

Psalm 67:7, another meaningful verse to me in my life:

“God will bless us and peoples from the remotest lands will worship Him”

Another version says:

“God blesses us that all the ends of the earth may worship Him.”

Somehow the blessings of God coming into our life are to stretch to the ends of the earth. Think about that. As Randy Alcorn says, sometimes God increases your income not to increase your standard of living but to increase your standard of giving. A number of years ago I came across this verse and I was excited about it. A few weeks or months later I got some extra money and I really liked Psalm 67, so I thought, “I want some of this money to go to the ends of the earth!” I was in my 20s, I didn’t know where the ends of the earth were, but one night in Bible study I met a gal who was going on a summer missions trip with the Navigators and she was going to the Philippines. As far as I could tell, it sure sounded like the ends of the earth to me because she was going on a little island in the Philippines. I took out $67.07, I put that verse on a card, and I said, “When you get to the ends of the earth, give this to somebody.” Because God has blessed me that all the ends of the earth might worship Him; it’s that idea that we can touch the ends of the earth. I preached last year in South Africa and the pastor said to me, “Brian, welcome to the ends of the earth. We are the southernmost church in the world on the tip of South Africa.” I got to the ends of the earth and I got to be a blessing there, share what I share here today with many of them in South Africa. 2 Corinthians 9:8:
“God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things, at all times, having all the things that you need you will abound in every good work.”

When you pray about giving, sometimes God will put an amount in your heart that He wants you to give that is bigger than your mind can conceive. When our church was buying the $2.2 million racquetball club for $500,000 in cash and we were working with working-class people, I shared with them the verse in Isaiah that there are riches stored in secret places and that God can release those riches for this particular project. One fellow named Mike Lavody called me, he grew up in New York but is now living in Milwaukee, he was working at a factory, and he said, “Brian, I’m ticked at you.” I said, “Why is that?” He said, “I couldn’t believe what you said, you said something about Isaiah and God said, ‘I will give you treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places.’ I thought that was the stupidest verse I ever heard; I couldn’t believe you’re telling people that. What did you want us to do? Go home and start pulling up the floorboards looking for money under the floor? Want me to rip into the kitchen wall and see if there’s money hidden back there? It’s the stupidest thing I’ve ever heard, telling use there’s riches stored in secret places and that God is going to somehow show up and do something,  I couldn’t believe it.” I said, “Well, why are you calling me?” He said, “I need to tell you what God did. I was at work today and the foreman popped his head out of his office and called me over. You don’t want to hear that, you don’t want to hear the foreman calling you into his office because you know what that means? You’re getting fired, that’s the only time that guy sticks his head out his door and calls you in because you’re getting a pink slip. He called my name, and I just froze. I’ve got kids; I can’t afford to lose my job. I’m all upset, and I start the death march from where I was to the foreman’s office. I get into his office and he says, ‘Sit down.’” When he says that, you don’t even look for a chair, just fall back. But he said, “I get a chair and sit down, and the foreman says, ‘Here.’ He hands me this envelope. My head is hanging low, and I’m holding on to this envelope and I can’t even look up. The foreman goes, ‘Open the envelope.’” He opens the envelope, he’s looking for the pink slip, he opens it up and said, “There’s a check for $500. I asked him what this is, ‘You’re doing a great job, now get out there and get to work.’” Mike said he’s walking out and thinking, “$500! That’ll be great for me and my family, all the stuff I’m going to do with that money. Brian, all of a sudden I heard God’s voice speaking…with your accent. Suddenly I heard, ‘treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places.’ And I realized that that $500 wasn’t for me or my family, that’s for God’s work. I want to let you know that God is going to let us get that building, because if He can do that in my life He can do it in anybody’s life. I could never imagine giving $500. I never heard of anybody in my factory getting anything from that foreman except a pink slip. I never heard of anybody in that factory getting a bonus. There are riches stored in secret places, you bet there was, $500.” What does the Bible say? 

“God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things, at all times, having all the things that you need you will abound in every good work.”

Sometimes God stirs your heart to do more than your mind can conceive. When He does that, realize that He is going to be moving and doing something and get on board with God because it’s amazing what He’ll do in those times.
Day Twenty-Seven – It Is Appropriate to Ask People How You Can Help Them


When Nehemiah talked to the king and the king says, “Why are you so sad?” I think of George Sweeting, a number of years ago I got to spend a little time with him. I asked George what it was like to be president of Moody at the time, he said, “When I first got named president of Moody, I want you to know that I slept like a baby.” I said, “Wow, that’s amazing.” He said, “Yeah, I slept a few hours and then woke up and cried. Slept for a few more hours then woke up and cried. The weight of that responsibility on me was more than I could handle and I had to turn to the Lord. Anyway, the king talks to Nehemiah and says, “How can I help you?” Then Jesus says to two blind men, “What can I do for you?” and Jesus says to another blind man, “What do you want me to do for you?” Bill Bright was a great Christian leader and pastor, now gone home with the Lord. Whenever he had somebody in his presence one of the things he’d say is, “How can I serve you? How can I help you?” Bill was busy, he had a lot going on, but people didn’t leave his presence without that question being asked. That’s an appropriate question, and every one of us can live open-handed like that, we can ask that question and we can consider what they’re asking and how we can fulfill that request. If you’re on the receiving side of that, you also have to be prepared to answer that question. One time I went on a fundraising call with a Christian leader and we met with a very wealthy dentist, who said, “How can I help you? What can I do to help your ministry?” I was going to say something, and the head of the ministry said, “We’re not here for anything, we’re just here to break bread together, have fellowship together, there’s not a single thing we want.” So the guy said, “Okay.” We had lunch together and get out in the car, and the head of the ministry says, “I know he’s going to give generously.” He never did. I learned something that day; when somebody asks how they can help you better have an answer. You better be prepared to say, “This is what’s going on, and this is maybe how you could consider helping.” It’s appropriate to ask people how you can help them, and if you’re on the receiving side of that experience it’s appropriate to answer that question. We’re all part of God’s journey. Sometimes we’re on the giving end and sometimes we’re on the receiving end, but it’s the communication both ways.

Day Twenty-Eight – God Will Reward You for Your Faithful Generosity and Diligent Labors

There is a goal in life. I don’t know if you know what it is, but I know my goal in life is to hear someday, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant, come and share in your master’s happiness.” You have been faithful in little and the Lord is pleased with that. He who is faithful in little will be faithful in much. For every one of us, that’s the goal. I don’t know if you even had a goal in mind, I don’t know if you knew what life is all about. I know they talked to one fellow who was in the nursing home and said, “What are you doing here?” He said, “Waiting to die.” That was his goal, waiting to die. No, you don’t wait to die, you wait to hear those words, “Well done, my good and faithful servant.” You can live that kind of a life all the days of your life. My Christian service, my dedication to God, began with water balloons. That was the first time I said, “Yes Lord, use me.” They were having a church picnic and they said they needed volunteers, they needed someone to help, so I said, “Yes, I’ll help.” I was 21 years of age, and they said, “Here’s your job. Here are 300 water balloons, fill them up and bring them to the picnic.” Instead of going out with my friends on Friday and Saturday night, I filled up the bathtubs in my house with water balloons. My Christian service began in that place. After I did that someone sent me a letter that had Hebrews 6:10 on it:
“For God is not unfair, He will not forget the love you showed Him by the help you gave and are still giving your fellow Christians.”

Think about that verse. That verse touched my heart, I gave up my Friday and Saturday night with friends and filled water balloons, and God saw it and God would remember. The Bible says even a cup of cold water given in the Lord’s name will not be forgotten, it will be remembered and it will be recorded. I don’t know how this works, I don’t know if there are angelic scribes in heaven that are recording, but the Bible says that even a cup of cold water or the water balloons for a church picnic will not be forgotten when our motivation is for Him. Much of Christian service is being a hidden hero. There are a few people that are kind of up-front -- they sing, they speak, they do different things in leadership -- but most of the Christian service we do in our life is as hidden heroes for the King. We are quiet servants, but God always remembers and always sees. Philippians 4:17, Paul says:
“Not that I’m looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account.”

You have an account with your name on it in the First Bank of Heaven. Are you putting in to it? We can’t take things with us, but we can send on ahead. I heard of a little joke about a guy that died and went to heaven. He got to the gates, he was a believer in the Lord Jesus, and the angels invited him in and he said, “Now where’s my mansion?” They said, “We’ll escort you there.” He starts going through the streets of gold and sees the mansions on the left and right and he’s getting really excited about his mansion. Pretty soon they’re getting out of the city, then they’re going out in the meadow, then out in the forest, and the guy says, “Great! I got a lake home.” He was excited about that. Finally they get deep in the woods and the angel says, “There’s your mansion.” The guy is looking all around and he can’t see anything. Finally he sees a couple of trees with a piece of plastic draped over a 2x4 between them. The guy says, “I’m looking for a mansion!” They said, “Well, we did the best we could with what you sent on ahead.” I don’t know how it works in eternity, but I know that God counts, sees, records, and recognizes our service done in the body. When we become a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ that’s how we enter heaven, but the Bible even speaks that there is treasure in heaven and we can store up with our service, with our lives. We don’t do good works to get into heaven, but because we’re on our way to heaven we do good works. The reality is that God will remember. Randy Alcorn says this, “Giving is a giant lever positioned on the fulcrum of this world, allowing us to move mountains in the next world because when we give eternity will be different for others and for us.”
